[image: image1.png]T e
8y, Clarkson
@- Eyecare

/7’2//’21'1/@{46&%




NEWS RELEASE



For More Information Contact:
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


Joshlyn Sherman 636.227.2600








joshlynsherman@yahoo.com
July is Eye Injury Prevention Month  

July 8, 2010, St. Louis, MO-July is Eye Injury Prevention Month and the staff at Clarkson Eyecare is taking extra time to stress to their patients that safety precautions should be taken to protect their vision from avoidable injury. Most people look forward to the Fourth of July to enjoy family gatherings, food, and most importantly fireworks.  But fireworks can be very dangerous, especially if you are not a professional fireworks technician. According to Prevent Blindness America, fireworks were involved in approximately 6,400 injuries that were treated in emergency rooms in 2007. In fact, the American Society of Ocular Trauma states that an average of 400 Americans permanently lose vision in one or both eyes due to fireworks injuries annually.
Sadly, children ages 15 and younger make up a significant number of fireworks injuries, accounting for 36 percent.  For children under the age of 5, a third of the total injuries were from sparklers.  Many parents may not be aware that sparklers can burn up to 1,800 degrees Fahrenheit. Eye injuries are not limited to this holiday, though. Thousands of eye injuries occur each day and of those, 90% were preventable with the use of proper eye wear. Many accidents that result in eye injury are caused from falling and flying objects, sparks and chemicals. Experts agree that wearing proper eye protection could prevent or reduce the severity of eye injury in at least 90% of all accidents. The American Academy of Ophthalmology recommends that protective eyewear be worn when you are performing any type of task that involves the use of chemicals or any job that may result in flying debris or objects.  

“Adults and children should be aware of the risks to their eyes in everyday life,” said Dr. James Wachter, clinical director of Clarkson Eyecare.  “Take extra care, especially during the 4th of July, to protect your eyes and your family’s eyes from becoming an eye injury statistic by wearing the proper protection.  It will help you have a safe and happy holiday.”

Founded in 1979 by Dr. Lawrence Jehling, Clarkson Eyecare currently offers comprehensive medical eye care services at 46 metro St. Louis locations: 79 Crossing-St. Peters, 94 Crossing, 141 and Olive, Arnold, Ballwin, Bogey Hills, Brentwood, Butler Hill, Chesterfield, Chesterfield Valley, Creve Coeur, Downtown, Ellisville, Eureka, Fenton, Festus, Florissant Dunn Rd., Florissant Hwy 67, Harvester, High Ridge, House Springs, Imperial,  Kirkwood, Maplewood, Mid Rivers, Oakville, O’Fallon-North, O’Fallon-South, Pacific, Rock Hill, South County, St. Louis Hills, Town & Country Mason, Town & Country Crossing, Troy, Union, Warrenton, Washington, Webster Groves, Wentzville, Wildwood, MO, Belleville, Columbia, Edwardsville, Fairview Heights and Shiloh, IL, and LASIK Surgery Center in Chesterfield Valley and Fairview Heights. Go to www.ClarksonEyecare.com or call 888-EYECARE for more information. 
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