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March is National Eye Donor Month

March 8, 2010….St. Louis, MO- As part of National Eye Donor Month in March, Clarkson Eyecare urges local residents to be aware of the benefits of donating your eyes and corneal tissue for research, education, or transplantation. By making this donation, one can possibly provide vision to someone in need.
The cornea is the part of the eye that is used for transplant when one becomes an eye donor. A corneal transplant is “A surgical procedure, which involves replacing a disc-shaped segment of an impaired cornea with a similarly shaped piece of a healthy donor cornea." Only the cornea can be transplanted. The entire eye, however, may be used for research and educational purposes. 

Corneal transplant is one of the most frequently performed human transplant procedures. Since 1961, more than 549,889 corneal transplants have been performed, restoring sight to men, women, and children ranging in age from nine days to 103 years. Over 90% of all corneal transplant operations successfully restore the corneal recipient's vision.

Anyone can become an eye donor. Cataracts, poor eyesight, or age do not prevent you from being a donor. There are many different organizations dedicated to the restoration of sight by transplantation, such as Eye Bank Association of America. This nonprofit organization can be contacted for donation details at www.restoresight.org. It is very important for individuals wanting to be donors to inform family members of their wishes. Clarkson Eyecare doctors can discuss options available for this important act of kindness.

Founded in 1979 by Dr. Lawrence Jehling, Clarkson Eyecare currently offers comprehensive medical eye care services at 46 metro St. Louis locations: 79 Crossing-St. Peters, 94 Crossing, 141 and Olive, Arnold, Ballwin, Bogey Hills, Brentwood, Butler Hill, Chesterfield, Chesterfield Valley, Creve Coeur, Downtown, Ellisville, Eureka, Fenton, Festus, Florissant Dunn Rd., Florissant Hwy 67, Harvester, High Ridge, House Springs, Imperial,  Kirkwood, Maplewood, Mid Rivers, Oakville, O’Fallon-North, O’Fallon-South, Pacific, Rock Hill, South County, St. Louis Hills, Town & Country Mason, Town & Country Crossing, Troy, Union, Warrenton, Washington, Webster Groves, Wentzville, Wildwood, MO, Belleville, Columbia, Edwardsville, Fairview Heights and Shiloh, IL, and LASIK Surgery Center in Chesterfield Valley and Fairview Heights. Go to www.ClarksonEyecare.com or call 888-EYECARE for more information. 
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